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brothers; that reincarnation exists; and that women were the equals of men As a result, the Gnostics held the
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that we each have a spark of the Divine inside us which, when recognised and developed, will ultimately liberate
us from the prison of the material world. Although largely stamped out by the Church by the sixth century,
Gnosticism survived underground through groups such as the Bogomils and the Cathars, and influenced the
Renaissance, the Enlightenment, the psychologist Carl Jung, the Existentialists, the New Age movement and
writers as diverse as William Blake, W.B. Yeats, Albert Camus and Philip K. Dick. In this book, Sean Martin
recounts the long and diverse history of Gnosticism, and argues for its continued relevance today.
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