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secured it for the club which he named after the original owner of the mansion. Nugent s intellectual
sympathies were quite as much with the new sciences as with the old letters. The movement that led three years
later to the British Association, 1831, was now fairly started. The various Inns of Court, during the late twenties
and the early thirties, seem to have abounded in students who had many intellectual interests, even though
these did not include any great zeal for their future profession. Many of them had but recently gone through
the course of foreign travel begun after leaving the University. While abroad they had acquainted themselves
with the latest discoveries of continental researchers in various branches of physical inquiry. Such subjects had
for them a permanent attraction greater than they had yet found in politics or pen and ink. Most of them were
friendless and homeless in London. Some found their way to Nugent, who let them know that they might not
only be welcome but find congenial company at the Windham Club. In this way, therefore, the place from its
very beginnings had a character and fulfilled a mission so far entirely unique. There were, of course, plenty of
young men-about-town of a more frivolous turn, but the superior element just described formed for some
years an appreciable leaven. From the middle of the nineteenth century, however, the Windham had...
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