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Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The first few lines of: Book I. The New Bases of the Physics of the Universe
Chapter I. The Present Anarchy of Science. Every philosopher devoted to the study of subjects with rather vague
outlines and uncertain conclusions, such as Psychology, Politics, or History, who had a few years ago to peruse
a work on Physical Science, must have been struck by the clearness of the definitions, the exactness of the
demonstrations, and the precision of the experiments. Everything was strictly linked together and interpreted.
By the side of the most complicated phenomenon there always figured its explanation. If the same philosopher
had the curiosity to look for the general principles on which these precise sciences were founded, he could not
but be compelled to admire their marvellous simplicity and their imposing grandeur. Chemistry and mechanics
had the indestructible atom for their foundation, physics the indestructible energy. Learned equations,
produced either by experiment or by pure reasoning, united by rigid formulas the four fundamental elements
of things-i.e. time, space, matter, and force. All the bodies in the universe, from the gigantic star describing its
eternal revolutions in space down to the infinitesimal grain of dust which the wind seems to blow about at will,
were subject to their laws. We were right to be proud of such a science, the fruit of centuries of eHort. To it was
due the unity and simplicity which everywhere reigned. A few minds enamoured of formulas thought it possible
to simplify them further by taking into account only the mathematical relations between phenomena. These
last appeared to them solely as manifestations of one great entity, viz.: energy. A few diHerential equations
sufficed...
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