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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1910 edition. Excerpt: . against the boy actresses who personated women. After the
first scandal, the audience became accustomed to the innovation and continued to look at each other during
the performance, only regarding the stage when nothing more attractive claimed their attention elsewhere. It
was not for real love of the drama that the theatre was so much frequented; and Peg Hughes, who was merely
a beauty and had no talent, was quite as successful as others of more capability were later on. It is not very
difficult to see what it was that attracted the prince; it was the veneer of refinement and modesty which was so
noticeable a characteristic of a woman in whose nature these qualities seem to have had little part. Pepys, who
had kissed her in the green room, probably hit off her character with precision: A mighty pretty woman, he
says, and seems, but is not, modest. Rupert cared little enough for the over-rouged and over-dressed Duchess
of Portsmouth, or for the ripe beauty and the scathing tongue of Lady Castlemaine; he had been attracted by
the simple charms of Francisca Bard, and he now fell a victim to the apparent refinement of Margaret Hughes,
who could play her part in real life, if she were not so happy on the boards. In the autumn of this year Rupert
was appointed Constable of Windsor Castle and High Steward of the borough of Windsor. He proceeded there
almost immediately and was...
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