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filmmaker Jonas Mekas, a concentration-camp survivor on a UN refugee ship; few have swanned in with more
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Sam; restaurateur Danny Meyer came on the day John Lennon was shot. Arranged chronologically, these
moving and memorable true stories combine to form an impressionistic history of New York since the Great
Depression. Taken together, their stories are testaments to a larger revelation, one that new arrivals of all
stripes and all eras have experienced again and again in New York, regardless of how the city proceeds to treat
them: what the songwriter Rufus Wainwright calls having cracked the code of living life to the fullest.
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