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postwar travels earned him the Lawrence of Arabia Medal, the Livingstone Medal, and the Burton Memorial
Medal. Alexander Maitland, Thesiger's longtime friend and editor, gives us a close-up portrait of this remarkable
explorer, hunter, conservationist, writer, and photographer, discussing his family influences, his friendships
with Arabs and Africans, and his now-acknowledged homosexuality." This authorized biography, published in
the UK in 2006, will stand as the definitive work on Wilfred Thesiger. Maitland's biography shows Thesiger as a
(sometimes unacknowledged) giant in the field of exploration."Library Journal"lt's the inner journey that
resonates most in this sweeping biography of a late exemplar of the British yen for exotic self-exile. Maitland,
Thesiger's longtime friend and editor, serves up a vivid account of his adventures and a perceptive portrait of a
complex manebullient hunter, repressed homosexual, man's man, and spiritual seeker who hoped that desert
sand would scour clean his soul. The scenery is magnificent, and Thesiger makes for a charismatic travel
companion."Publishers Weekly 528.
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