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Book ***** Print on Demand *****While President Bush, on September 10, called for Congress to pass
comprehensive energy legislation before recessing, the prospects are doubtful. The history of omnibus energy
legislation in the 108th Congress has been protracted. The House debated energy legislation during the week of
June 14. Bills passed included H.R. 4503, which is essentially identical to the conference version of a
comprehensive energy bill (H.R. 6) previously passed by the House. A bill to limit environmental reviews of
renewable energy projects, H.R. 4513, was also passed, as was H.R. 4517, a bill to expedite federal authorization
for siting and operation of refineries. Legislation (H.R. 4529) to allow oil and gas development in the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) was withdrawn after the United Mine Workers (UMW) expressed its opposition.
The bill would have used bonus bid revenues to help fund the UMW Combined Benefit Fund, which provides
health care to roughly 17,000 retired coal miners. Whether the Senate will take up energy legislation again this
session is unclear. The House passed the conference version of H.R. 6 on November 18, 2003. On November 21, a
cloture motion to limit debate in the Senate on the H.R. 6 conference report failed (57-40). Efforts .
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