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you call parenthood perplexing? asked one of my professional co-workers of me. Well, | launched into my usual
dissertation on the subject and it was to the effect that the more | learn the less | seem to know about anything.
What with my social work training and being a parent, | should know at least some of the answers. But the fact
is that 1 have many moments of confusion in handling my own family - to say nothing of the perplexing
problems thrust at me as a social worker. | have had to face them. So will you. We all meet pretty much the
same problems in dealing with teeners. In reviewing these mutual problems, it is my hope that you can learn a
few basic facts which may help in the job you have to do at your house. In the past few years it has been my job
to deal with many people, from the infant to the aged. In my various experiences, | began to toy with the idea of
how to put this puzzle of living into a simple formula. | have watched normal, everyday youngsters in their own
homes and in institutions. | have watched the so-called delinquent in the Juvenile Court setting, and after not
too much watching, it began to dawn on me that these teeners are but the products of the environments we
provide for them. Generation after generation comes up with the same old question - What are our children
coming to? Actually a much better question would be: How are we stacking up as parents?...
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