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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1908 edition. Excerpt: . on his annual visit to the island, was surprised to get an
order from the Captain for four dozen brass andirons, which cost at wholesale about three dollars and a half
each. This order was duplicated the following year. Good work, Cap n, said the salesman. How do you do it?
And the Captain told him. The andirons were put in the damp cellar of the shop during the winter to age. They
were ripe when the summer influx of antique hunters arrived. One at a time they were exposed to view in the
shop, covered with verdigris, and, whenever the door opened and one of the antiquarian species entered, the
Cap tain got busy with a rag, polishing the andiron, being careful, however, not to rub too hard. It worked like a
charm. According to the wily Captain, here is what usually happened: Enter middle-aged woman, fashionably
gowned, who glances keenly about the collection of old ironmongery. The Captain appears disinterested; just
keeps steadily on his job of wiping. At length the woman discovers what he is doing. Why, what an old andiron!
Where did you get that? Oh, picked it up, answers the Captain. That s all. Dear me, it looks to be very old. How
old do you suppose it is? Dunno. Don t think nobody knows for sure. It came from one of the old families--the
Brooks family, you know. Really? What do you ask for it? Wal, now,...
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